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SavFIRE, a Partnership

Detween Soclal Upliftment

and Science

Lynne & Winston Trollope
Associlates
Working-on-Fire International
Chris Austin




SavFIRE 2009
Mopane Veld

SavFIRE 2008
Knoppiesdoring Veld

SavFIRE 2007
Lowveld Sour Bushveld
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No gender issue in WoF,
opportunities are equal
for all

Prospective fire fighters,
both men & women,
must first pass a fitness
test, a Dbasic medical
examination & undergo
an aptitude interview






Training

Training Is based on the US Hotshot
crew system for prescribed burning,
and fire fighting or suppression

Has been Africanized to suit local
conditions






Fire management
IS a dangerous
Operation

Zero tolerance for unfitness

- the Crews rriust be fit

Crews run a minimum of 5-10 kms
every morning and engage in daily
exercises to maintain fitness levels
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2007 - Paired plots, totalling 12000 hectares,

were burnt during SavFIRE under pre-
determlned Weather conditions, sometimes

late into the night
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2008 — Plots
(15000 ha) will
be burnt
during May
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Respect for one
another and
camaraderie Is

high when
working on a fire
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When putting in the head
fire on the perimeter burn
on the Bravo 2000 block
late at night, a fire fighter
took off his protective
helmet and offered it to

me as | hurried down the
fire line taking official
photos with a 3 to 4 meter
wall of flame racing off into
the savanna on the other
side of the 4x4 track.
Needless to say | declined his very chivalrous
offer as he needed the protection from the
searing heat far more than | did!
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