
The invasive ant Lepisiota incisa in Skukuza 
village

H. Sithole & C. L. Parr



Introduction

• Household pest since mid 1990s
–Irritant (crawling all over)

• Exotic to the ecosystem?



• Objective 1: 
– Distribution of Lepisiota incisa & other ants in 

habitats with different degrees of 
anthropogenic activities

• Objective 2: 
– Lepisiota incisa interaction with other ants 

Introduction
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Sampling Methods



• Lepisiota Distribution
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Results

• Species Diversity & Composition

5526254123Predicted spp 
richness (ACE)
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Results

• Pitfall Trapping
• Difference in mean species richness
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Skukuza Lepisiota survey
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Species Composition – NMDS
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Species Composition – ANOSIM
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• Baiting

30822Spp richness
19110Exclusive spp
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• Baiting
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p = 0.53 p < 0.05 p < 0.05 p = 0.081



L. incisa recruitment
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Conclusion

• Exotic to the ecosystem?
– Reduced intraspecific aggression
– Not sampled in sites far from gardens

• Monitor to determine rate of invasion
– Riparian habitats  
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